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Response to Comments of Margaret Petitjean, Homeowners Against Loud Trains, September 7, 2004 (Letter O079) 

O079-01 
Comments acknowledged.  The HST system would be a state-of-the-
art, electrified, fully-grade separated system with controlled access 
to prevent intrusions.  Use of the Caltrain alignment would require 
full grade separation and added fencing, as well as adding additional 
tracks.  As noted in the Draft EIR/EIS, “shared-use improvements in 
this corridor would potentially result in safety and service 
improvements for Peninsula commuters and potentially improve 
automobile traffic flow at rail crossings and reduce noise impacts, 
since the grade-separated system could eliminate trains blowing 
warning horns throughout the alignment” (page 2-29). 

The Program EIR/EIS identifies mitigation strategies and areas for 
subsequent analysis.  If the HST proposal is to move forward, 
specific mitigation measures would be identified, analyzed and 
approved as part of the future project-specific environmental studies 
that would be needed prior to implementing the HST system. 

O079-02 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

O079-03 
Acknowledged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  5-593

 

Comment Letter O080 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  5-594

 

Response to Comments of Willard G. Clark, President, Mission Oaks Company, September 7, 2004 (Letter O080) 

O080-1   
Please see standard response 6.21.1. 

O080-2   
Please see standard response 6.15.4. 
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Response to Comments of M. Kiesling, Regional Alliance For Transit, September 7, 2004 (Letter O081) 

O081-1   
Acknowledged. 

O081-2   
Please see standard response 2.18.1.  In regards to the development 
of the Diablo Range “Northern Crossing” alignment, comments were 
made during initial scoping meeting and Town Hall meetings 
regarding investigating potential route options that could reduce 
travel times between Sacramento and the Bay Area. 

O081-3   
The station sites recommended as preferred locations are all multi-
modal transportation hubs that would provide links with local and 
regional transit, airports and highways.    

O081-4   
The percentage of passengers expected to access HST stations via 
private autos varies depending upon the station location and its 
connectivity to other modes of transportation.  For the Program 
EIR/EIS assumptions were made for each potential station location 
in order to estimate parking requirements and potential traffic 
impacts around stations.  These estimates are included in the Traffic, 
Transit, Circulation and Parking Technical Reports (for the Bay Area 
to Merced, see Appendix B2).  The percentage of passengers 
expected to access stations via private auto was 20% (10% self 
parking, 10% drop-off) at San Francisco.  The assumption for the 
Bay Area – Merced region was that the HST system will provide 
parking for all station areas except downtown San Francisco, 
Oakland, and the three major airport stations.  In downtown San 
Francisco, the excess of supply over demand is primarily a function 
of the marketplace, which is to say that parking is available for a 
price.  The expectation for the HST scenario is that the excess of 
supply over demand will continue by virtue of the marketplace 

finding it profitable to continue providing parking.  Passengers not 
using private automobile would take rail, bus, taxi or walk to reach 
the station.  Section 3.3 “Air Quality” of the Draft Program EIR/EIS 
includes estimates for localized air quality impacts.  This program 
level evaluation is not detailed enough to be used for an air quality 
intersection screening analysis, but does provide a general indication 
of the HST project’s impact on the roadway network.    

O081-5   
The Program EIR/EIS represents a program-level analysis based 
upon a conceptual level of detail.  Providing comprehensive 
information as to how the HSR will work with existing bus and rail 
transit is beyond the scope of this program environmental process.  
Should the HST proposal move forward, this analysis would be 
undertaken as part of future project specific studies.  Please also see 
standard response 1.1.5  

O081-6     
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

O081-7     
It is beyond the scope of this program environmental process to 
develop ridership forecasts for Caltrain services.  While there could 
be some loss of Caltrain ridership for longer distance commute trips 
(San Jose to San Francisco), there could also be ridership gain from 
the HST services since the Caltrain services would act as a feeder 
service to the long distance intercity passengers.  Improvements to 
the Caltrain infrastructure in conjunction with the proposed HST 
service would improve travel times, and reliability, and could also 
improve frequencies for Caltrain express services, which could lead 
in turn to increases in ridership for longer distance Caltrain markets 
such as San Jose to San Francisco. 
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O081-8   
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

O081-9   
Please see Alignment Configuration and Cross Sections, January, 
2004. 

O081-10   
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

O081-11   
Please see standard response 6.3.1.  The Pacheco Pass alignment 
option does pass through the vicinity of the San Joaquin Valley 
National Cemetery.  The Authority will continue efforts to avoid this 
cemetery and associated impacts as this alignment option is 
considered in subsequent studies. 
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Response to Comments of Linda Reese, President/CEO, Tucoemas Federal Credit Union, September 7, 2004 
(Letter O082) 

O082-01 
Please see standard response 6.21.1. 

O082-02 
Please see standard response 6.15.4. 
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